
CALCULATING FABRIC FOR 
NUMBER OF DROPS
The design of curtain heading and the hanging method 
you choose is the key to the amount of fabric you need to 
buy to make your curtains.
MeasureMeasure the width of your curtain pole, track, or wire 
hanging system. Exclude the width of finials if using a 
decorative pole. But do include the width of the return 
brackets on your curtain track or pole if you have them. 

Multiply this width by 2, 2.5 or 3 depending upon the 
amount of fullness required for your heading (see below). 

GOBLET PLEAT: 
MUMULTIPLY YOUR WIDTH BY 2.5 

SMOCKED HEADING: 
MULTIPLY YOUR WIDTH BY 3

PINCH (FRENCH) PLEATS: 
MULTIPLY YOUR WIDTH BY 2.5 

ROD POCKET
(SLOTTED,CASED,CHANNELLED): 
MUMULTIPLY YOUR FABRIC WIDTH BY 
2

PENCIL PLEAT: 
MULTIPLY YOUR WIDTH BY 2.5 

GATHERED: 
MULTIPLY YOUR WIDTH BY 2.5

Divide this number by the width of your chosen fabric. 
(Standard fabric is normally 137cm) wide, but check 
when you buy). Round up to the nearest whole number. 
This is the number of widths of fabric required. 

Measure the finished length of the curtains you require. 
IfIf using a decorative pole, start measuring from the base 
of the ring from which the curtain will hang. If using a 
track, measure from 1cm above the top edge of the track 
so your curtain heading hides the track. If using a curtain 
wire system for pierced headings, measure from where 
the top of the curtain panels will be, remembering that 
you will make pierced holes in your fabric about 6cm 
frfrom the top edge of the fabric.
If making a rod pocket heading, measure from the bottom 
of your pole to the floor, then add 25cm for the stand-up 
frill and pocket you will create. 

ADD 10 CM TO THE TOP AND 10 CM 
TO THE BOTTOM OF THE LENGTH 
FOR HEMS IN ALL CASES. THIS GIVES 
YOU YOUR CUTTING LENGTH. 

Multiply the number of widths by the cutting length. This 
is the amount of fabric you need to buy. 

IfIf you are buying a fabric with a repeat pattern, you need 
to pattern match so that when the curtains are drawn 
together, the pattern matches up exactly on both inside 
edges where the drops meet.
To allow enough fabric for pattern matching, add the 
following calculation:
TTake the cutting length you have calculated. Add the 
length of the pattern repeat (the pattern repeat length 
should be stated on the label attached to the fabric roll in 
the shop). 

Use this new, final cutting length and multiply by the 
number of widths. This is the amount of fabric you need 
to buy for fabric with a pattern repeat.
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